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version for shell lovers. — Sabel Istand, Flori-
da (C-Shells-3, Inc.): 212 pp. [ISBN 0-
9769567-0-5].
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Kunstkamera van PETER DE GROTE. De Hol-
landse inbreng, gereconstrueerd uit brieven
van ALBERT SEBA en JOHANN DANIEN SCHU-
MACHER uit de jaren 1711-1752. — Amster-
damse Historische Reeks (Grote Serie, Deel
34). Hilversum (Uitgeverij Verloren): 350 pp.
[ISBN 90-6550-927-5].

Onlangs is in Sint-Petersburg de briefwisse-
ling teruggevonden van de Amsterdamse
apotheker ALBERT SEBA met de lijfarts en de
bibliothecaris van tsaar PETER DE GROTE. De
brieven leveren een schat aan gegevens over
de verkoop van de collecties naturalia van
SEBA en anatomische preparaten van FREDE-
RICK RUYSCH, voor de huisvesting waarvan

de tsaar de beroemde “Kunstkamera” liet
bouwen.
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(including 62 plates). [ISBN-13: 978-3-7001~
3674-3].

In diesem Buch wird versucht, nicht nur eine
umfassende Darstellung der aus plio-pleis-
tozinen und holozinen Fundstellen Oster-
reichs bekannten Molluskenarten zu bieten,
sondern auch viel an neuer Fachliteratur ein-
zuarbeiten. Im systematisch-taxonomischen
Teil wird jede Art hinsichtlich ihren Morpho-
logie, Okologie und bis dato bekannten re-
zenten und quartiren Verbreitung genau be-
schrieben; dazu noch erginzt durch einen rei-
chen Abbildungsteil und Verbreitungskarten.
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There are 89 terrestrial and freshwater mol-
lusc species recorded from Seychelles. The
Seychelles islands comprise 155 islands in
the western Indian Ocean. The first mollusc
recorded from Seychelles was Stylodonta
unidentata, named as Helix unidentata by
CHEMNITZ in 1795. Comprehensive surveys
of all islands were undertaken as part of the
Indian Ocean Biodiversity Assessment 2000-
2005 which provides the basis for the present
publication. The Seychelles form two main
groups: the northern granitic islands and the
southern, coralline islands. The southern is-
lands have limited habitat variation and cor-
respondingly low species diversity. The

granitic islands are the remnants of the Sey-
chelles microcontinent which was isolated
following the break-up of Gondwanaland 65-
100 million years ago.The terrestrial and
freshwater mollusc fauna of these islands in-
cludes a high proportion of ancient endemic
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taxa. All species are illustrated (shell and of-
ten also the anatomy) and distribution maps
are provided. For each endemic species the
type material is listed and the conservation
status is dicussed using the JUCN Red List
criteria.
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Réunion) and the northern dependencies of
Mauritius. — Mauritius (Bioculture Press):
XV + 185 pp. [ISBN 99949-22-05-X].

The guide covers 250 species, providing dis-
tribution and status data, descriptions of the
shells and animals, and additional informa-
tion regarding varieties and synonyms. The
descriptions concentrate on the most relevant
points for quick and accurate identification.
Over 270 original illustrations identify the
species in meticulous detail.

The introductory chapter on molluscs in-
cludes figures illustrating shell shape, shell
features and terminology, identifying the key
terms used thoughout the guide. The book
also gives an up-to-date summary of the tax-
onomy and conservation status of the non-
marine molluscs of the area. Other features
include distribution maps for antive and en-
demic terrestrial molluscs, keys to two of the
more difficult taxa and a table identifying the
geographic distribution of species.
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de eeuw veranderde. Het “Boeck der Nat-
uere” biedt een nieuw perspectief op de
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The family Annulariidae is one of the largest
groups of Recent terrestrial snails, yet occu-
pies a relatively narrow geographic range
(mainly the Caribbean region). Few other
groups of snails have undergone such an
adaptive explosion in the Caribbean region,
or anywhere else on earth. Nearly 1,400
nominal taxa have been described in this
family; about 700 valid species and sub-
species are now recognized. Little has been
written about the family in the past 50 years.
What is offered in this work is a revision of
the higher taxa; considerable changes have
been made. A catalog is provided to all pub-
lished names with an indication on their sys-
tematic position according to the new scheme
offered in the work. The book should not be
considered a revision or monograph at the
species level.
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