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It is argued that the name Cecilioides veneta (Strobel, 1855) has to be used for a species which
has in the past been referred to as C. aciculoides or C. janii.
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DATA AND DISCUSSION

In northern Italy and the southernmost part of Switzerland (Tessin) two species of the
genus Cecilioides A. Férussac, 1814, occur (Ferussaciidae Bourguignat, 1883). The most
common one, C. acicula (O.F. Miiller, 1774), is well-known and wide-spread throughout
Europe (with the exception of Scandinavia, where it is living only in the southern tip
of Norway and Sweden). The nomenclature of the second, far more local species has
been the subject of much dispute. This species has a shell similar to that of C. acicula,
but larger and relatively broader (5-7 x 1.9 mm instead of 4.5-5.5 x 1.2 mm), and with
the aperture forming about half instead of about a third of the total height. In addition,
the columella is clearly more truncate at the base (figs 1-2; Kerney & Cameron, 1979:
149-150; Falkner, 1990: 169, figs 1, 5; Turner et al., 1998: 237-238). In the more recent
literature this species is known under the names C. aciculoides (De Cristofori & Jan, 1832)
(e.g. Mermod, 1930: 371) or C. janii (De Betta & Martinati, 1855) (e.g. Giusti 1976: 238;
Kerney & Cameron, 1979: 150; Boato et al., 1989: 476; Falkner, 1990: 168; Manganelli
et al.,, 1995: 22, 45; Turner et al.,, 1998: 238) (sometimes misspelled as jani).

Columna aciculoides was poorly diagnosed by De Cristofori & Jan (1832: 2) from “It.
bor.”; it was redescribed by De Betta (1852: 75-77, pl. 1 fig. IIla-b) who obtained
material from Jan himself. From De Betta’s paper it is clear that Columna aciculoides De
Ciristofori & Jan, 1832, is based on shells of the small and slender, wide-spread species;
consequently, this nominal taxon is a junior synonym of Buccinum acicula O.F. Miiller,
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1774. Unfortunately, De Betta (1852: 73-75) interpreted the small species as aciculoides
and the larger, relatively broader one as acicula, thus causing considerable confusion.
The same nomenclature was used by De Betta & Martinati (1855: 57-59). Nine years
later, De Betta (1864) presented an excellent critical review of the synonymy of the two
species; he now correctly used acicula (with aciculoides as its synonym) for the wide-spread
species, and jani for the more local one. This nomenclature was adopted by Giusti (1976:
231-244) and subsequently followed by other authors.

The epithet janii was first mentioned by De Betta & Martinati (1855: 59) and later
on that year by Strobel (1855b: 172) in the combination Achatina janit. The paper of
Strobel (1855b) appeared after that of De Betta & Martinati (1855), as Strobel (1835b:
174) refers to the former (“Wihrend diese Zeilen im Satze begriffen waren, erhielt ich
den: “Catalogo dei molluschi terrestri e fluviatili delle province venete” der Herren de
Betta und Martinati”). The epithet janii was proposed for the larger Cecilioides species.
However, digging in the old literature revealed that the first available name for the large
species is Achatina veneta Strobel, 1855. This name turned up in the publication of Strobel
(1855a: 137) as a synonym of aciculoides auct. (non De Ciristofori & Jan) and acicula sensu
De Betta, 1852 (non O.F. Miiller), both of which refer to the large species. The epithet
was made available (International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, fourth edition,
1999, articles 11.6.1 and 50.7) by the papers of e.g. Gredler (1856: 91), Strobel (1857:
248), Kiister (1870: 93), and Riezler (1929: 161). The paper of Strobel (1855a) was
published in the 9th part of volume 2 of the “Giornale di Malacologia”. The publication
date of this part is not, as cited frequently, 1854, but February 1855 (see page 144 of
part 9: “Dispensato nel 2.°mese del 1855”). The introduction of De Betta & Martinati
was written January 1855 (see page 10), but was published, according to the title page,
February 1855. Thus, both zeneta and janii were introduced in February 1855. However,
veneta has priority over janii, since De Betta & Martinati (1855: footnote on page 59 and
60) refer to the publication of Strobel (“Mentre trovavasi in corso di composizione il
presente foglio di stampa ci pervenne il N. IX. Anno II. del Giorn. Malac. del Sig.
Strobel, il quale da a pag. 136 il seguito della enumerazione dei Molluschi raccolti in
Dalmazia dal Sig. Cristoforo Belloti”). The epithet veneta cannot be suppressed in favour
of janit, as both conditions of Article 29.3.1 are not met: veneta has been used as valid
after 1899 by e.g. Pilsbry (1908: 23) and Thorson (1930: 229), and janii was used in less
than 25 publications over the last 50 years. Therefore, the correct name for the species
under consideration is Cecilioides veneta (Strobel, 1855).

The taxonomy of the Mediterranean Cecilioides species is in a chaotic state. A revision
of this speciose(?) genus is beyond.the scope of this paper. Pilsbry (1908: 4) stated that
the “European species of Caecilioides have no doubt been multiplied beyond reason, yet
without a critical study of the types it is impossible to say how many recognizable races
exist. (....) It is a work which properly belongs to some European student”. Although
almost a century elapsed by now, so far no student has tackled the job. In order to fix
the identity of veneta, one of the oldest names within the genus, the designation of a
lectotype is necessary. In accordance with article 72.4.4 of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature (fourth edition, 1999), we select the specimen figured by Giusti
(1976: 236, fig. 29A) as the lectotype of Achatina veneta Strobel, 1855. This specimen is
preserved in the collection of De Betta housed in the Museo di Storia Naturale di
Verona. The same specimen is also designated here as the lectotype of Achatina janii De
Betta & Martinati, 1855. This makes janii a junior objective synonym of zeneta. Although
no exact locality is given on the label, we assume that the material originates from
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Figs 1-2. Cecilioides spec. from northern Italy. 1, C. acicula (actual height 4.5 mm); 2, C. veneta (actual

height 6.8 mm). Both specimens originate from sympatric populations found in the public olive yard of Torbole

at the northern border of the Lago di Garda, province of Trento, Italy (UTM: PR48); E. Gittenberger leg.;
collection Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of C. veneta in northeast Italy (with UTM codes). The map is based on literature data and
collection records. BRESCIA. PR09: Breno (Adami, 1876: 52 — sub aciculoides). PR25: Portese (coll. Falkner,
Horlkofen). PR23: Desenzano del Garda (coll. Falkner, Hérlkofen). GORIZIA. UL88: Savogna d’Isonzo,
deposition F. Isonzo (Boato et al., 1989: 477 — sub jani). MANTOVA. PR11: Castel Goffredo (coll. Falkner,
Hérlkofen). PADOVA. QR11: Battaglia Terme (coll. Bank, Hoofddorp). TRENTO. PR48: near Nago (Gredler,
1886: 135 — sub ueneta); Riva del Garda (Gredler, 1856: 92 — sub hohenwarts); western part Riva del Garda (coll.
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden); Torbole, public olive yard, 85 m (coll. Nationaal Natuurhistorisch
Museum, Leiden). PR67: Vallarsa (Gredler, 1880: 88 — sub veneta). PS60: Trento (Kiister, 1870: 95 — sub gredleri);
Trento, le Laste (Gredler, 1859: 289 — sub veneta). TREVISO. TM90: between Serravalle and San Floriano,
160 m (coll. W.J.M. Maassen, Duivendrecht). PS63: Sanzeno (De Betta, 1852: 75 — sub acicula). UDINE. UL79:
| km E. Buttrio, 120 m (Bank, 1985: 68 — sub jani). UM41: Villanova (coll. W. Fauer, Winterstein). UM50:
Fagnana (Pirona, 1865: 688 — sub jani). UM52: Gemona del Friuli (Pirona, 1865: 688 — sub jani).

Sanzeno (a small village situated in the Val di Non east of Cles in the province of Trento,
Italy), the locality that was mentioned by De Betta (1852: 75). The records known for
C. veneta in northeast Italy are shown in fig. 3. The exact distribution in the Mediterra-
nean area is still a matter of investigation. The species probably occupies large parts
of Italy and the former Yugoslavia.
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SYNONYMIES
Cecilioides (Cecilioides) acicula (O.F. Miiller, 1774) (fig. 1)

Buccinum acicula O.F. Miiller, 1774: 150. Type locality: Germany, Thiiringen, Thangelstedt near Weimar.
Columna aciculoides De Cristofori & Jan, 1832: 2. Type locality: “It. bor.” (= Italia borealis).

Achating aciculoides — De Betta, 1852: 75-77, pl. | figs Illa-b; De Betta & Martinati, 1855: 57; Gredler, 1856: 90-91.
Glandina acicula — De Betta, 1864: 18-23, pl. 1 figs 1-3.

Cecilioides acicula — Kerney & Cameron, 1979: 149, map 171; Falkner, 1990: 168, figs 1, 9.

Ceciliodes (Cecilioides) veneta (Strobel, 1855) (figs 2-3)

Achatina veneta Strobel, 1855a: 137. Lectotype (design. nov.): the shell figured by Giusti (1976: 236 fig. 29A) =
Museo di Storia Naturale di Verona, collection De Betta. Type locality: Italy, prov. Trento, Val di Non, Sanzeno.

Achating janii De Betta & Martinati, 1855: 59. Lectotype (design. nov.): the shell figured by Giusti (1976: 236 fig.
29A) = Museo di Storia Naturale di Verona, collection De Betta. Type locality: Italy, prov. Trento, Val di Non, Sanzeno.

Achating [Caecilianella] gredleri Kiister, 1870: 94-95. Type locality: “Trient” (= Italy, prov. Trento, Trento).

Achatina acicula — De Betta, 1852: 73-75, pl. 1 figs ITa-b; De Betta & Martinati, 1855: 57; Gredler, 1856: 91.

Achatina janii — Strobel, 1855b: 172,

Glandina actcula var. veneta — Strobel, 1857 248.

Glandina jani — De Betta, 1864: 23-26, pl. 1 figs 4-6.

Caectlioides aciculoides — Mermod, 1930: 371-372.

Cecilioides jani — Kerney & Cameron, 1979: 150, map 172; Giusti, 1976: 238-244, figs 29A-M, Q, Z-Z,, 30A-
H, K-N, O-8?, U-X; Boato et al., 1989: 476-477.

Cecilioides janii — Falkner, 1990: 168, fig. 5.

Cecilioides (Cecilioides) jani — Turner et al., 1998: 238,
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